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gained nothing by the war.    Their country had suffered
terribly from the presence of the hostile armies, .and
the inhabitants had sought refuge with all their worldly
possessions in the churches in order to escape pillage.
The requisitions of the army of occupation were a
heavy tax upon the peasants, and the five years during
which they had to support their " liberators,11 were long
remembered in the land.    To crown all, just as Austria
had dismembered Moldavia by taking  Bucovina in
17/7, so Russia disintegrated the  principalities  by
annexing Bessarabia.   A contemporary historian has
left us a pitiful account of tne heartrending scenes,
which took place on the banks of the Pruth, when the
moment arrived for the formal cession of the well-loved
land.    For weeks beforehand, the people went to and
fro, bidding farewell to the friends and relatives, from
whom they were soon to be separated.    From that
moment the Pruth became in the language of the
peasants, the a accursed river."    Thus the century of
Russo-Turkish wars from 1711 to 1812, through which
they had passed, had been fatal to the Roumanians ;
instead of recovering their independence, they had lost
one part of their ancient territory to Austria, and
another to Russia; in the place of Greek and Turkish
exactions, they had had Russian armies to maintain.
They had learnt one political maxim from these five
Russian  interventions, that their  safety lay in the
mutual jealousies of the two great Christian Powers
on either side of them.

The Phanariote rule continued for ten years more.
But the Greek War of Independence, which broke
out in 1821, was destined to give the final blow to